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“LECTURE SERIES 


As a service, not only to its members, 
but also .to.,the.general public, our, Sec- 
iety is sponsoring a lecture series. 
Programs | scheduled for November 17th and 
December lst will be Open to the public 
with admission frees* Both will -bé“héld 
‘in the parlors of the Second Congrega-' - 
tional Church Located at Broad and Hemp- 
stead street, New OREO The time will 
be 8:00 P.M. : a | : 


we have Been fortunate in Jobat wing: — 
well-known Lecturers for the “GPEDLUE ©. 
events of .the series. f sp 


On November 17th, Edgar del. a 
Associate Director of the Lyman Allyn 
Museum, New London, will give an illus- 
trated talk on, "Changing Tides in. 
American Taste." He will. present the 
shifting pattern of. American taste in 
architecture, sculpture, painting, and 
the minor arts. The field covered will 
fall for the most part in the 19th cen- 
tury, but will be brought up to 1965, ~ 
illustrated as much as possible by Local 
Seo eg.* es Se a 3 


On henatiner! lst, Abbott L. cummings , 
Assistant Director ‘of the Society for _ 
‘the Preservation of New Englana Antiqui- 
ties, in Boston, Mass., will give an ~ 
illpstrated talk‘on, "What Houses should 
we Preserve ~— Why?” With the continued 
loss of landmarks that cannot*be replaced, 
this.has béeome & matter of serious con- 
cern," espécialkly in areas. where redevel- 
opment; iss in .BReGess or is ae isa 
| yet ie | 

Mr. " Cuntnines: has authored many seticites 
in the fiéid of American architectural 
history. He works closely with the his- 
torical background, preservation of 


‘feut College, 


architectural Pies, and appropriate 
furnishings of his Society's many (over. 
Lo) historic Recher ise 


Both : ee are outstanding ‘in their 


“particular fields, and in their Appea : 


to padtenneny..¢) 


We’ rs hope chat. as. ‘many , menibers 1 ‘aS ee 
sible will attend. both of these events - 
and pring friends with. them. Since there 
is a fine array of speakers available with 
a great variety of subjects, we are. look- 
ing forward to. ‘continuing the -Peogren in 
the spring.-: : | | 


Neighboring historical societies have been 
notified of this series. . 


ANNUAL MEETING _ 


Our Annual Macting. was held on September 
28th at, the, Mohican Hotel with ew * 
persons- 2, attendance. 


A certificate: commemorating twelve years 
of dedicated. service was presented to Past 
Président, . Dwight. Ce Lyman. , 


Dr. Charles oe ‘pHeidj President ‘of Connect- 
addre&sed the group, taking 
as his subject, "The American Past Through 
Foreign Eyes.; The ,topic included England's 
reasons for favoring: ‘the Confederacy during 
the Civil War. Dr. Shain made reference 

to several English | novels of the Civil War 
period and showed. now the authors echoed - 
une sentiments of their ecuneny. 


The following slate of officers presented 


by the Nominating Committee, composed of 
Adam Knox, Chairman, Mrs. J. Warren Horton, 


Mrs. Stanton Latham, and: Miss Helen Whiton, 
was elected: | 


President ~ Carlton F. Small 
Vice Presidents - Edmund C. Johnston, Mrs.’ 
James E. Maher, and 


Oscar A. Seaholm. 


Secretary - Miss Hazel Johnson 


Treasurer - Winthrop Bank and Trust Company 


Finance Committee - E. Gorton Rogers} 3%. 
Chairman, Ralph E. 
WadLeigh, and G. Laurens Attwill. 


Advisory Board.- Mrs. Charles A. Allen, 
Mrs. J. Warren Horton, 
Mrs. W. Ellery Allyn, Miss Margaret Heyer, 
Miss Elsie Fengar, Mrs. Stanton Lathan, 
Mrs. James BE. Maher, Miss Helen Whiton, 
Mrs. Alfred Young, Jr., Ralph Wadleigh, 
Charles B. Gardner, Edgar deN. Mayhew, - 
Philip N. Jordan, Jr., E. Gorton Rogers. 


Rev. Merle H. Mason gave the invocation, 
and spoke in memory of those members who 
had passed away during the year. 


Arrangements for the affair were made by 
Henkle Scott. 
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ACQUISITIONS 


ee Vital Records, and 28 early New 
London imprints from 1717 to 1820, were 
purchased from the Public Library. 


The Connecticut State Library donated 
Cemetery records for Sterling and Plain- 
field. 


A Bible with records of the Hempstead and 
Sisson families, together with a photograph 
of William Hempstead who was born about 


1815, were given by Mr. Joseph M. Sullivan, 


ots 


Gifts to add to our collection of exhibits 
were received as follows: 


Chemise, nightcap, net Scere y licens from 
Miss Edna saiaeaial 3 


West Hartford. 


“comment, 


‘Child's dress, circa 1860, grey and white 


stripe, trimmed with navy blue, from Miss 


Mary Talcott. 


Baleen dowsing rod, and 18th century shoe 
“buckles j from Mr. R. S. Kloss, South Lyme. 


Carved. fronwood war-axe, and shark's-tooth- 
' ‘edged, wooden sword, from Mrs. Albert Cross 


formerly of New London, but now Living in 
These ere South Sea Island 
weapons given to.her father, Mr. Hand, by 
the captain of a ship, probably the latter 
half of;. sa 19th century. 


| exoconicis SIGNS 


The Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies has an official member on the 
Coanecticut State Historical Commission. 
He reports that historical signs furnished 
by the Historical Commission are being put 
up this year by the Connecticut State Park 
and Forest Department in seventeen of the 
State parks. Those at Rocky Neck, East 
Lyme and Harkness Memorial, waterford, 

list the Hempsted, Shaw, and Deshon-Allyn 
houses in New London. The one at Water- 
ford also mentions the Old Town Mill in 
New London, and the Groton Monument. 


BOOKS 


Tt occurred to us that our members might 
be interested in some of the books listed 
in the September issue of the LEAGUE 
BULLETIN: 


Everybody likes a good meal and the fast 
way to a good old one is through "Ameri- 
can Cookery," by Amelia Simmons. This 

1796 cook book tells you how to smother 


* 2 fowl in oysters or how to boil asparagus. 
But most of all, how to get the best out 


of eating. The William B. Eerdmans Pub-~ 


_ lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. - $3.50. 


Do you have one of those items lying about 


the house which always seems to draw the 
"Tt remember when we used this 
for. ...2" If you do, then you have what 
authors Amoret and Christopher Scott call 
a "bygone , " that cat) an article of utility 


rather than ornament whose function has 
been taken over by some other article. 
This book is full of such items, and 
illustrations clear up any guesswork. 


Check the pages, you might have some val- 


uable and interesting bygones. David 
McKay Co., 750 Third Ave., New York, 
New York - $3.95. 


The first theater in English America begun 


in Williamsburg in 1716, is the starting 
point for author Hugh F. Rankin in his 
account of, "The Theater in Colonial 
America," And the impact of the theater 
on culture, studied from the viewpoint 
of an historian, comes forth from old 
playbills, records, and accounts of both 
large and small problems. This book 
should prove to be of special interest 
to the student of drama and literature, 
and of colonial culture. The University 
of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina - $6.00. 


PAST EVENTS 


A while ago, "THE DAY" noted that on 
September 21, 1940, Elmer H. Spaulding 
was elected president of this Society, 
and at the meeting, George S. Chappell, 
architect and humorist was the featured 
speaker. 


Also in its September 2nd issue "The Day" 
referred to the meeting fifty years ago 
in 1915 when Ernest E. Rogers was re- 
elected president. At that meeting the 
treasurer, Lee S. Denison, reported that 
the Society owned the Shaw Mansion free 
of debt, and had an endowment fund. 


Going further back it printed in the 
April 17th issue this year that seventy- 
five years ago an announcement was made 
under date of April 17, 1890, that the 
New London County Historical Society 
expected to occupy quarters in the Public 
Library Building. 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menery 


Corresponding Secretary and Curator: 
Mrs. Adam Knox 


The Society's telephone number is: 
43-1209 
REMINDER 
Important dates in the near future. 
NOVEMBER 17th 


DECEMBER Ist 
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